[Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation in myocardial failure after pediatric heart surgery].
In spite of progressive improvement not only in myocardial protection but also in anesthetic and surgical techniques, the repair of complex congenital heart defects can still lead to cardiopulmonary compromise refractory to conventional treatment. We describe two patients in whom successful surgical repair of congenital heart defects was followed by severe heart failure refractory to medical treatment. Both patients were managed by extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO). We discuss the indications, contraindications and use of ECMO in the postoperative intensive care unit.